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Recently each field of art has
become increasingly specialized,
and students must acquire a
higher level of knowledge and
skills.

At the same time, each field of art
has spread beyond its traditional
range and borders between fields
have become blurred.

The graduate school of art
provides an opportunity to study
the theory and history of art and
to develop creativity while also
developing skills in other applied
areas.

Based on these ideas, the Literary
Arts Master Course started in
1951 and the four other master
courses (Image Arts, Fine Arts
and Design, Musical Arts, and
Performing Arts) became available
in 1993.The doctoral course that
started in 1995 offers an even
higher level of research and study,
and educates students to acquire
deep knowledge and artistic
expression.
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Masashi Kimura, Head of the Graduate School of Art
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The Graduate School of Art, Nihon
University began with a Master's
degree program in the Literary
Arts Course in 1951.In 1993, the
Master's degree programs in
Image Arts, Fine Arts and Design,
Music and Performing Arts were
established to offer more
comprehensive, interdisciplinary
approaches to research for arts. In
1995, the university established a
doctoral course of the arts to
extend this program.

Now various forms of art continue
to evolve, assimilate and
disperse. We are in the middle of
an age when imagery recognition
has a close relationship with
expression by language and the
two fields influence each other.
The Graduate School of Art,
based on the eight departments
of photography, cinema, fine arts,
music, literary arts, theatre,
broadcasting and design, is
suitable for seeking theories of art
based on practical works and for
creating works based on a certain
theoretical view.

The Graduate School of Art offers
well-organized programs for
theory and creation. | hope that
every artist in the Graduate
School of Art will lead the next
generation of artists.
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Literary Arts Course
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Image Arts
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Today image arts are becoming
increasingly important forms of
artistic expression and sources of
information. Not only changes in
the media such as photography,
film and television, but also a
fushion of digital image
processing technologies and
communication technologies have
expanded the scope of
possibilities in audio-visual space.
This course aims to develop an
overall conceptual framework for
image arts, encompassing these
image-based media.

The main concept of this course
is that each image is essential for
various media, and artistic images
connect people with society.
Image is regarded as a
technological artistic expression
and at the same time as a form of
communication. Therefore,
education and research in this
major requires knowledge of and
techniques in natural science and
professional technigues as well as
creative activities.
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Fine Art

and Design Course
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The primary goal of this course as
an extension of the
undergraduate course is to foster
W artistic as well as intellectual
ability. It is assumed that the
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disciplines including
communication, industrial and
architectural designs - along with
the theory of plastic art that
encompasses them — is
important, creative interactions
among these fields is also
strongly encouraged. This course
aims to endow students with
sensitivity to traditional culture as
well as to the age of information
and globalism, a prerequisite for
the creation of visual culture in
the future.
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Musical Arts Course
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This course is grounded in the
artistry built up over time through
the many accomplishments of the
College of Art in various fields. It
aims at a scientific approach to
the study of the essence and
psychological aspects of music so
that the students can attain higher
levels of musical sensitivity and
methodology. Goals are to
conduct research on musical
theories and train students to be
capable of responding flexibly to
the increasingly diverse needs of
society.
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Performing Arts Course
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