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Recently each field of art has
become increasingly specialized,
and students must acquire a
higher level of knowledge and
skills.

At the same time, each field of art
has spread beyond its traditional
range and borders between fields
have become blurred.

The graduate school of art
provides an opportunity to study
the theory and history of art and
to develop creativity while also
developing skills in other applied
areas.

Based on these ideas, the Literary
Arts Master Course started in
1951 and the four other master
courses (Image Arts, Fine Arts
and Design, Musical Arts, and
Performing Arts) became available
in 1993.The doctoral course that
started in 1995 offers an even
higher level of research and study,
and educates students to acquire
deep knowledge and artistic
expression.
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The Message from Masashi Kimura, Head of the Graduate School of Art
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Nihon University Graduate School
of Art began with the master's
course in literary arts in 1951, and
in 1993 four other master’s
courses were added, in image
arts, fine art and design, musical
arts, and performing arts. In 1995,
a doctoral course for the arts was
founded, providing a program for
comprehensive research in the
arts.

Art in this era constantly
transforms culture and transcends
the boundaries of field or genre.
Even the meaning of the word
“media"” has changed and
continues to evolve rapidly to
reflect human needs and
unprecedented revolutions in
“communication” are occurring
one after another.

The five graduate school courses,
supported by eight faculties, offer
you a space where you can invent
and discover art beyond the
“knowledge and creation” that
you have already learned, through
your own research and creation.
The Graduate School of Art allows
you to participate and contribute
to our rapidly changing culture by
providing free space for research
and creation. You should be
passionate about research and
creative activities, and open to
developing your artistic
sensibilities and aesthetics. |
sincerely hope that you will lead
the future of art research and
become an inspiration
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Literary Arts Course
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This course was founded in 1951
and many talented people have
graduated from it over the past
half century. The course offers
not only artistic theory and
philosophy, but also the study of
literature and literary theory.
Moreover, students can also
study journalism, communication,
and creative writing.
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Image Arts
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Today image arts are becoming
increasingly important forms of
artistic expression and sources of
information. Not only changes in
the media such as photography,
film, television and digital
gadgets, but also a fushion of
digital image processing
technologies and communication
technologies is expanding the
scope of possibilities in
audio-visual space. This course
aims to develop an overall
conceptual framework for image
arts, encompassing these
image-based media.

The main concept of this course
is that each image is essential for
various media, and artistic images
connect people with society.
Image is regarded as a
technological artistic expression
and as a social function of
communication. Therefore,
education and research in this
major requires knowledge of
natural science, professional
techniques and creative activities.

Course
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Musical Arts Course
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The Musical Arts major comprises
the musical performance fields of
piano, vocal music, strings, winds,
and percussion instruments, and
the thesis fields of composition,
theory, and music informatics. The
historically deep domain of
musical arts has developed into a
modern artform in combination
with other arts, such as theater,
cinema, and broadcasting. At
Nihon University College of Art,
each artform related to the
modern art of music is
transforming and taking a new
form. The Musical Arts major
fosters independent and creative
individuals who excel in their
respective specialities, while also
studying the history and theory of
music. Nihon University College
of Art is a center for fusing
expertise in other fields to
develop multi-disciplinary new art
forms.
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Performing Arts Course
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The field of "performing arts"
covers every artistic form using
the human body as a medium of
expression. This major gives
students opportunities to learn
the practical methods of, and to
research, dramatic literature,
directing, stage design,
ethnic/folk performances, and the
educational / therapeutic use of
the performing arts. It is powerful,
authentic expression from the
heart that moves people and
deepens research. This major
welcomes students with brave,
frontier spirits.
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The Arts Course
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In recent artistic circumstances,
fields of art have expanded
beyond their traditional domains
and are closely related through
advanced media. The five master

courses (Literary Arts, Image Arts,
Fine Arts and Design, Musical
Arts and Performing Arts) are
united into one doctoral course.
Students are able to study more
specialized fields and interrelated
fields as necessary. In the
doctoral course students are
encouraged to develop new
artistic expression and theories.
This course also offers working
people the chance to study for
doctoral degrees based on Act
fourteen of the special law for the
establishment of the graduate
school. Working people can study
during the day or in the late
evening. Graduates from the
master courses and doctoral
course are engaged in educational
and research institutions. Some of
them continue their research in
highly specialized fields, and
others develop new fields.
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