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‘Everything is stacked against them’ o At 17, he’s bright and excels in  César E. Chavez High School and him-  prospect of a large uj
math. But he arrived here just five self the son of Mexican immi force and kened

For immigrant students, mastering English can be the biggest obstacle “Yet we're holding you to the same stan-  fail.

ass-
EE ﬁ bol 1i-  dards as students ... living in the United As an icebreaker
halish

States all their lives.” morning, school couf
An administrator translated in  teams of students to ay
Trung Ngo removed his beloved  months shy of graduation, he under- ton  Spanish, but Trung stared blankly. in ascending order of

The Houston Independent School — They scrawled their hy
al of  Districtis educating nearly 3,500 immi-  a sheet of paper: ||
., grant students in their first year in  Honduras, El Salvad|

= American schools, a few dozen of them  Cuba. A lone Indian.
at Chavez. Trung landed ne|
For Trung and the others here, the ~ Antony Melendez, wh
promise of the bright future they envi-  new students from Hj
sioned in America is housed within  gang violence. Born al
these walls. Many of their parents sent  in January, the boys g
them to the shy, forever fiddling v
Home for each is a erd

near Hobby Airport,

principal welcomed new students. Six ~ athim.

e | =

earbuds and listened intently as the  stood only about half of the words flying <))> oo ag ates,”

About this series: In Harris their relatives speak lif]
County, more than a million resi- Trung has a gree
dents — one in four — are for- his grandfather, once 4
eign-born. That percentage holds a citizen, applied yearg
true across the region, and for- his mother are awaitiy
eigners continue to be drawn to sion in January to seq
Houston. This is the last story in ported back to a towr]
a yearlong series, as the Chroni- of San Pedro Sula, o
cle and La Voz explore how that most dangerous cities.
diversity shapes this city. “When is your bir{
selor asked Trung, wh

self to the right of Anf

United States for a better educa-  22nd. “Thirteen,” T]
tion, even if that meant enduring  Antony had wrongly]
treacherous journeys or separations  group took too much]
from family and friends. But whether  correctly.

Trung Ngo, left, 17, an immigrant from Vietnam, tries to focus on an English vocabulary lesson as his cousin Anh Nguren, 1, does her the students will graduate and if they “Looks like the of]

best to get his attention at the apartment he shares with his uncle, aunt, mother, brother and cousins in Houston. will master English rank among the  game” the counselo]
hall = with the bove’ faces foll The
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