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out scathingly agamst his predecessor’s
predilection for anccdotalising the ancient
world. Moreau’s Jacob wrestling with the angel
(Fogg Art Muscum, Cambridge), painted in
the mid-1870s, was thus a metaphor for the
state of France alier the Franco-Prussian
War: Le Jacob serait 'ange de la France s ‘arrétant
dans sa course idiote vers la matiéré', he wrote,
One might say the same about Hercules and
the Hydra of Lema, cxhibited at the Salon
of 1876. History painting was also the prism
through which Moreau confronted  deep
private concerns. The catalogue c\pl'uns
that Orpheus af the tomb of Eurydice (Fig.72;
n0.128) was painted in the carly 1890s
following the death of Alexandrine Dureux,
Moreau's love for thirty years. The figure’s
somewhat incoherent gestures and, above
all, the resonant collision of agitatedly
brushed red and green compound the paint-
ing’s plangency. Moreau's commitment to
the ideals of la grande peinture might have
been unswerving, but the stylistic passage
the exhibition takes, from the residual frieze-
like Neo-classicism of carly canvases such
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72. Orpheus at the tomb of Eurydice, by Gustave Moreau.
1890. 173 by 128 cm. (Musée Gustave-Moreau,
Paris; exh. Grand Palais, Paris).

dossier sections which focus on three major
paintings of different decades: Oedipus and
the Sphinx of 1864 (Fig.73; cat. no.28),
Hercules and the Hydra of Lema of 1876 (Art
Institute of Chicago; no.58) and Jupiter
and Semele of 1895 (Musée Moreau, Paris;
no.118). There are also intriguing vitrines
of documentation: personal items such as
an invitation to one of Napoleon’s III’s séries
at Compi¢gne and cartes-de-viste, as well as
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dans sa course idiote vers la matiére’, he wrote.
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following the death of Alexandrine Dureux,
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all, the resonant collision of agitatedly
brushed red and green compound the paint-
ing’s plangency. Moreau’s commitment to
the ideals of la grande peinture might have
been unswerving, but the stylistic passage
the exhibition takes, from the residual frieze-
like Neo-classicism of early canvases such
as The Athenians delivered to the Minotaur (no.11)
o the bejewelled frontality of Fupiter and
Semele, manifests an artist prepared to adapt
and innovate. The exhibition makes evident
Moreau’s  determination to extend le
beau idéal’s somewhat restrictive antique-
Raphaelesque canon, by appropriating
Mantegna’s moody landscapes in Oedipus
and the Sphinx or Rembrandt’s gloomy light-
ing in Salomé (n0.63). In the 1860s he was
not alone in this endeavour, pace the exhibi-
tion’s wall texts; both Henner, by adapting
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